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HOMELESSNESS — SUPPORT PROJECTS 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [10.11 am]: I rise to update the house on 
the state government’s record $72 million investment towards evidence-based, long-term projects as part of the 
state’s first 10-year strategy on homelessness. This includes $35 million for the development of two Common Ground 
facilities, with the state government securing the first site in the City of Perth on the corner of Wellington and 
Hill Street. I am pleased to advise that the newly announced city deal with the commonwealth government and the 
City of Perth will deliver additional funding to boost our response to homelessness in the City of Perth, including 
through the Common Ground project. 

Alongside this groundbreaking project, funding continues to be provided to our partners in the community services 
sector to respond to homelessness on the ground every day. The Department of Communities provides around 
$93 million funding per annum to homelessness and family and domestic violence services across the state. In 
addition to this recurrent funding, in 2019–20 alone, Lotterywest provided $17.4 million towards homelessness 
services from the COVID-19 relief fund. Services like Shelter WA, Daydawn Advocacy Centre and Uniting WA, 
to name a few, have received grants to provide additional support to vulnerable people experiencing homelessness 
during the COVID pandemic. This significant funding injection has been made possible through the McGowan 
government’s reprioritisation of the Lotterywest grants program. For example, Uniting WA received $1.1 million 
for the beds for change program, which aims to provide people sleeping rough in Perth quick access to temporary 
accommodation through 50 beds that have been secured at Hostel G in Northbridge. Another example is Shelter WA, 
which received $400 000 to support the sector to collaborate and respond to areas of need. 

I want to acknowledge the many grant recipients that are providing the services needed to support people in 
Western Australia experiencing homelessness. Homelessness is a complex issue that cannot be solved by 
one organisation or agency alone. The only way we are going to get results is to work constructively together 
towards evidence-based solutions, which is what this government is doing. I am confident that through our ongoing 
support of the work carried out by the community services sector, we can effectively respond to homelessness and 
secure good outcomes for the people who need our support. 
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